
Detailed description of roundtable 

 

This roundtable, organized by the Doris Lessing Society, will focus particularly on learned 

society journals and will, therefore, consider the journal within this context. This means that 

participants will consider matters beyond the limits of the strictly editorial, addressing 

issues such as the function of journals in relation to societies’ membership, the role a 

learned society journal plays in membership recruitment, and the place of journals in 

learned societies’ finances. Each participant will speak briefly about their own learned 

society journal’s current situation and recent experiences navigating the challenges and 

opportunities of our current time.  

 

Alice Ridout will Chair the roundtable. She is President and Acting Treasurer of the Doris 

Lessing Society and launched a new society website in August 2012. She is also on the 

editorial board of Doris Lessing Studies. This learned journal grew out of the Doris Lessing 

Newsletter in 2002 and is currently co-edited by Phyllis Perrakis, Sandra Singer, and Jeanie 

Warnock.  

 

Karma Waltonen will start the roundtable by discussing some of the questions she faces as 

editor of Margaret Atwood Studies, the self-published journal of The Margaret Atwood 

Society. Waltonen recently took over this editorship. She believes that Margaret Atwood 

Studies faces what all journals face—sometimes slow responses from editors, problems with 

author revisions, etc—but also a unique set of challenges.  

 

David Miller’s comments will answer many of the questions the Doris Lessing and 

Margaret Atwood Societies have about the transition process from print to electronic. He is 

President of the International Spenser Society and editor of The Spenser Review. Like Doris 

Lessing and Margaret Atwood Studies, this journal started life as a society newsletter. In 

2008, Editor Sheila Cavanagh at Emory University shifted the journal from print to digital 

publication and in 2013 the International Spenser Society started publishing The Spenser 

Review on Spenser Online, a collaborative website supported by Cambridge University, 

Washington University in St. Louis, and the University of South Carolina. Miller will share 

the International Spenser Society’s experiences of this transition.  

 

For many years society journals have been successfully self-published. However, in the 

“Internet Age” many of them are unprepared for a number of tasks that are costly for 

journals to accomplish on their own, such as providing e-reader versions of contents, 

providing content alerts to subscribers, providing RSS feeds, providing constant updates of 

website content, and so on. The next two panelists will explore alternatives to self-

publication for the society journal in the “Internet Age.”  

 

MELUS: Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States—a journal that was self-published for 

over thirty-five years—recently considered several offers to be published by university and 

commercial presses and selected a university press to be its publishing platform (Oxford 

University Press). Martha J. Cutter, the Editor-in-Chief of the journal who oversaw the 

transition and has been editing journals for almost a decade, discusses the reasons behind 

this move, hurdles the MELUS society faced in merging itself with a large academic press, 



possible alternatives to this move (such as publishing consortiums), and the advantages and 

disadvantages of a society journal being published by a large university press. Cutter also 

discusses ways society journals can maintain their identity when they are absorbed by a 

large university press. 

 

Betty Leigh Hutcheson is Co-Director of Publications for the College Art Association. 

College Art Association is in the midst of an online transition for two print journals, The Art 

Bulletin and the Art Journal. Until now CAA has been an independent publisher of three 

scholarly journals (including one born-digital journal, caa.reviews). Since the first issue of 

The Art Bulletin was published one hundred years ago, CAA has maintained the highest 

level of scholarly discourse and design within its publications. A recent, thorough editorial 

and financial analysis revealed that CAA could not sustain the cost of publishing its print 

journals, let alone pay for developing multimedia and other online features, without a co-

publisher to provide a technology platform, greater distribution, and cost savings. During 

the course of making this decision the Association acknowledged that other major issues 

relating to scholarly publishing need to be addressed: open access and speed of access, 

copyright issues including fair use of images and image acquisition fees, and the impact on 

scholarly journals of university self-publishing through university repositories, to name a 

few. Hutcheson’s presentation will explore the limits and benefits of co-publishing, CAA’s 

four-year project to develop a code of best practices in fair use and its possible impact on 

publishing, and potential support structures for open-access journals. 

 

The final participant on this roundtable will examine the relationship between journals and 

their societies. Sheri Spaine Long, Editor of Hispania, sees this relationship between 

journals and their societies as “a marriage of convenience.” As journals and their societies 

become increasingly interdependent, there is stress on the marriage. Pressures on those in 

the role of Editor-in-Chief will be explored in this panel presentation. As is the case with 

many society journals, the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese 

(AATSP) has been publishing its flagship journal, Hispania, for almost 100 years. With a 

long publishing tradition come prestige and respectability. This legacy also creates a 

palpably slow pace with regard to change. Many AATSP members nostalgically remember 

Hispania from their graduate school days. They are hesitant to call for transformation and 

help the journal keep pace with the dynamic changes in publishing. On the other hand, times 

have changed. All journal editors inevitably wake up one day and realize that their journal 

forms part of a brand. Their scholarly journal is now part of a “suite of products” that is 

offered by said professional organization. Long will argue that the marriage between society 

and journal must mature.  

 

The roundtable presentations will be followed by an open question and discussion period. 

Phyllis Perrakis, Co-Editor of Doris Lessing Studies, and Mihoko Suzuki, Co-Editor of 

Early Modern Women: An Interdisciplinary Journal associated with the Society for the 

Study of Early Modern Women, have both indicated their intentions to participate in the 

discussion period.  
 

 

 



Information on panelists' and presider's scholarship and experience, particularly 

as they directly relate to the session topic:  
 

 

Alice Ridout is Visiting Assistant Professor at Algoma University. She is President of the 

Doris Lessing Society and on the editorial board of Doris Lessing Studies. She was Mary 

Eagleton’s editorial assistant during the three year period in which Eagleton launched 

Contemporary Women’s Writing published by Oxford University Press and winner of the 

CELJ 2009 Best New Journal Award. She is author of Contemporary Women Writers Look 

Back: From Irony to Nostalgia (Continuum, 2010). 

 

Karma Waltonen is the former President of the Margaret Atwood Society; she is the current 

editor of Margaret Atwood Studies and UC Davis’s Prized Writing. She is also on the 

editorial board of The Journal of Popular Culture. 

 

David Lee Miller is Carolina Distinguished Professor of English and Comparative 

Literature and Director of the Center for Digital Humanities at the University of South 

Carolina. He is Editor of The Spenser Review and President of the International Spenser 

Society. He is the author of Dreams of the Burning Child: Sacrificial Sons and the Father’s 

Witness (Cornell UP, 2003) and The Poem’s Two Bodies: The Poetics of the 1590 “Faerie 

Queene” (Princeton UP, 1988).  

 

Martha J. Cutter is a professor of English and African American at the University of 

Connecticut. Since 2006 she has been the Editor-in-Chief of MELUS: Multi-Ethnic 

Literature of the United States and before that she was the Senior Editor of Legacy: A 

Journal on American Women Writers for two years. Her first book, Unruly Tongue: 

Language and Identity in American Women’s Writing (UP of Mississippi, 1999) won the 

2001 Nancy Dasher Award from the College English Association. Her second book, Lost 

and Found in Translation: Contemporary Ethnic American Writing and the Politics of 

Language Diversity, was published in 2005 by UNC Press. Her articles have appeared in 

American Literature, Legacy, Criticism, Callaloo, Arizona Quarterly, African American 

Review, MELUS, American Literary Realism, Women’s Studies, CEA Critic, and in 

collection of essays on Charles Chesnutt, Nella Larsen, Graphic Narrative, and Mixed-Race 

Literature. She is currently at work on a study of visual narratives concerning slavery and 

abolition. 

 

As Co-director of Publications for the College Art Association, Betty Leigh Hutcheson 

provides editorial and administrative support for the society’s journals. She recently served 

as project manager for the conversion of CAA’s database of graduate programs in the arts to 

online and print publications, oversees the website for CAA’s online journal, caa.reviews, 

and has worked closely with journal representatives to produce multimedia projects using 

the Scalar platform. Hutcheson is a staff liaison to CAA’s Committee on Intellectual 

Property, CAA Task Force on Fair Use, and an ex officio member of CAA’s editorial 

boards and Publications Committee. 

 

Sheri Spaine Long is Professor of Spanish at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

(UNCC) and is serving as Distinguished Visiting Professor at the US Air Force Academy 



(2011–2013). At the US Air Force Academy, she is engaged in research focused on the 

integration of foreign languages and leadership development. From 2006–2009, Long 

served as Editor-in-Chief of Foreign Language Annals, the journal of the American Council 

on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. In 2010, she began serving as Editor of the 

American Association of Spanish and Portuguese’s Hispania, where she is in her second 

term as Editor. Long’s publications include eight coauthored college textbooks as well as 

over 40 scholarly articles, notes and reviews on literature, culture, and language education. 

 


