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A Tribute to Phyllis Sternberg Perrakis 

It was during my snowy stay in New York at MLA’s 2018 Convention that I learned Phyllis 

Perrakis would be stepping down as co-editor of Doris Lessing Studies. As a few Lessing Society 

members gathered at a local restaurant for the annual business meeting, all present were 

keenly aware of the impact she has had on the Doris Lessing Society. For those who have not 

had the opportunity to know her well, her energy, vision, and determination have shaped the 

Doris Lessing Society as well as Lessing scholarship. She was vice-president of the Society from 

1994 to 1995, president from 1995 to 2002, was one of the co-organizers of the First 

International Doris Lessing Conference in New Orleans in 2004, and has served as co-editor of 

Doris Lessing Studies for many years. 

 Without a doubt, Perrakis has deepened Lessing scholarship. Her first two edited 

collections, Spiritual Explorations in the Works of Doris Lessing (Greenwood, 1999) and 

Adventures of the Spirit: The Older Woman in the Works of Doris Lessing, Margaret Atwood, 

and Other Contemporary Women Writers (Ohio State University Press, 2007), reflect a breadth 

of vision as well as her own life-long interest in the intersections between writing and spiritual 

understanding—“a wavelength,” in Lessing’s words, that encourages connections instead of 

egotism.1 Traversing the writings of Carl Jung, Levinas, Sufism, Greek mythology, and Baha’i, 

Perrakis sees in Lessing’s work glimpses that enhance our ability to connect with others, even 

                                                           
1 Quoting Lessing’s discussion of a spiritual “wavelength” in Walking the Shade, Perrakis beautifully traces this 
phenomenon in Love, Again in her collection Spiritual Exploration in the Works of Doris Lessing. 
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those who are very different from us.  As Perrakis writes in “Sufism, Jung, and the Myth of 

Kore,” Al I۰ th in Lessing’s The Marriages Between Zones Three, Four, and Five is transformed by 

Ben Ata’s vision and he by hers. This emphasis on connection not only infuses her work, but 

also characterizes her relationships with others—a sentiment reflected in so many of the 

following comments honoring her. In the ego-ridden arena that frequently characterizes 

particularly the current American political scene, Perrakis has much to teach us through her 

work on Lessing and much to teach us about our world. I had the privilege of working with 

Phyllis and with Sandra Singer on the third edited collection, Doris Lessing: Interrogating the 

Times (Ohio State UP, 2010). Her insights and her editorial work on this collection were 

invaluable.      

  This last December before the MLA Convention, my thoughts gravitated toward Phyllis. 

It was Phyllis who corralled me into the Doris Lessing Society business meeting at the 1996 MLA 

and who then encouraged me to become involved in the Society. In part because of Phyllis, 

MLA—in all of its freneticism—remains a place where I look forward to seeing colleagues and 

friends. Further, it was Phyllis who inspired me to become a co-organizer of the First 

International Doris Lessing Conference in New Orleans. I still remember the conclusion of that 

conference—on a riverboat on the Mississippi with a full moon on the horizon. The energy was 

sheer joy. This last December, with the 2018 MLA in the offing, I was thinking how different my 

career would have been without Phyllis as mentor and as a friend.  I was deeply saddened to 

learn at MLA that Phyllis was gravely ill. My first impulse was to write her a letter conveying 

how much she has influenced my career and how meaningful my interactions with her have 

been—both as a scholar and as a friend. It then occurred to me, though, that there are 
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probably many others who feel as I do, so I asked Cornelius Collins, our current Doris Lessing 

Society President, to place a call to others who might also wish to extend their thoughts to 

Phyllis. And indeed, there has been an outpouring of wonderful reflections. In reading these, I 

was struck by how many spoke of Phyllis’s ability to bring us together. Perhaps it is not so odd 

then that voices I have not heard in years have come together once again in this tribute.  

 These then are the many tributes to you, Phyllis—to your scholarship, to your editorial 

insights, and to your generosity and kindness.  

Debrah Raschke 
March 2018 
 

*** 

It is in keeping with Phyllis Perrakis’s generosity as a scholar that so many of her 

publications are edited collections. As with her longtime role as co-editor of Doris Lessing 

Studies, Perrakis’s work as editor or co-editor of several important essay anthologies on Doris 

Lessing (and other major writers) marks her mode of scholarship as dialogic and collaborative. 

Each of these volumes—Spiritual Explorations in the Works of Doris Lessing (1999), Adventures 

of the Spirit: The Older Woman in the Works of Doris Lessing, Margaret Atwood, and Other 

Contemporary Women Writers (2007), and Doris Lessing: Interrogating the Times (2010) —is 

rich in collective insight and brings together a wide range of perspectives on their subjects, 

much as at Doris Lessing Studies she has fostered a spirit of cross-cultural and inter-

generational dialogue by welcoming essays from graduate students and international 

contributors as much as from established Lessing scholars.  
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 Border-crossing and open-mindedness are qualities that also mark the content of 

Perrakis’s work, and they are on view in her expert introductions to these collections and in the 

volumes when taken as wholes. Spiritual Explorations and Adventures of the Spirit, in 

particular—the anthologies for which Perrakis is sole editor—are animated by an informed 

eclecticism that is captured perfectly in their titles. These are pivotal contributions to the study 

of Lessing: coming after some early veins of criticism had been thoroughly mined, yet as Lessing 

herself was still writing and still evolving, they helped to reshape considerations of her views on 

such important themes as spirituality, aging, and gender. No less today, they add depth to our 

understanding of Lessing’s engagement with Sufi tradition, in particular, while they also take 

adventurous readers on explorations in psychological and cultural theory as these relate to the 

work of Lessing and other women writers.  

 Perrakis’s own essays, in these collections and elsewhere, are as meaningful as her work 

as an editor. Her research is wide in scope, but her several articles on Shikasta, especially, show 

her to be perhaps that novel’s ideal reader, in a perfect marriage of work and interpreter. 

“Navigating the Spiritual Cycle in Memoirs and Shikasta,” her contribution to Adventures of the 

Spirit, is especially valuable. It is a thrilling essay to read for the depth of its scholarly knowledge 

and readerly insight, crossing periods in Lessing’s career and bridging one of her most widely 

taught books, The Memoirs of a Survivor, with one of her most difficult, Shikasta. Generations 

of future Lessing readers—whether young, old, or in the middle of that journey—are sure to 

find guidance in this essay, as they will in all of Phyllis Perrakis’s work. 

Cornelius Collins 
March 2018 
 

*** 
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  Way back in 1999, when I was working on Lessing's The Four-Gated City, I stumbled 

upon her website—Doris Lessing: A Retrospective—and subsequently learnt about the Doris 

Lessing Society. I was desperate to connect with Lessing scholars and I realised that the Doris 

Lessing Newsletter will take me right into the heart of Lessing scholarship. Jan Hanford 

suggested I get in touch with Sandra Singer or Phyllis Perrakis. I wrote to both and both 

responded. However, it is with Phyllis my later interactions took place.  

    Phyllis helped me with back issues of the Doris Lessing Newsletter and suggested I join 

the Society. In 2004 she arranged for my paper to be presented in the Triennial. However, it 

wasn't until 2007 in Leeds that I met Phyllis in person. She gave me one of the warmest hugs 

and I immediately felt completely at home.  

  I spent some wonderful moments with her. A scholar, and an authority on Lessing, 

Phyllis’ exploration of Lessing's older women and spiritual sojourns have been stimulating 

reads. It is sad to learn about her illness. She has been the foremost bridge between the Lessing 

Society and me. 

 I wish Phyllis a speedy recovery. I also wish to thank her for every trouble she took to 

help me through the long fifteen years as I worked slowly for the completion of my thesis. She 

has been the human connection of the Doris Lessing Society and through this memoir I am 

hugging back her puny but blithe self. Loving and Praying,  

Swaty Mitra 
Kolkata, India 
March 2018 

 
*** 
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  I first met Phyllis Perrakis over email, nearly 22 years ago when email was new, back in 

the Spring of 1996 when she accepted a proposed paper of mine for a Doris Lessing Society 

session at the MLA Convention in Washington, D.C. I was a newly-minted PhD just starting out 

in my first job and she was the President of the Doris Lessing Society.  

  At the MLA that year, the Doris Lessing Society’s annual meeting was held in Phyllis’s 

hotel room, over wine and cheese and general conviviality. I was soon sitting on a bed chatting 

with people I had only just met as if I had known them for years. Without any fanfare or 

needless formality, Phyllis called the meeting to order and moved through the agenda quietly 

and efficiently, taking the time to listen carefully to contributions of every member, even the 

brand-new ones like me.  

  Soon after that first meeting, I received a letter from Phyllis inviting me to expand my 

presentation into a chapter for her proposed book, Spiritual Exploration in the Works of Doris 

Lessing. That was the first book project to which I had ever contributed, and in Phyllis’s hands it 

was a smooth and painless process. No drama, just steady progress toward publication in her 

capable hands. If there were any late-night editing sessions or crises with the publisher, she 

protected the contributors from them all, and the book was duly published by Greenwood 

Press.  Soon after that, she nominated me for the Society’s Executive Committee, and a bit later 

still, the editorial board of Doris Lessing Studies. When, in 2004, I had the pleasure of co-editing 

(with Ruth Saxton) “Coming to Age,” a special issue of Doris Lessing Studies, Phyllis was helpful, 

supportive, and unflappable in shepherding us through that process. Since 2012, when I have 

been reviewing Doris Lessing Studies submissions, it has always been a pleasure to open 

Phyllis’s emails, even when they were gentle reminders that my review was overdue.  
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  Over the years, at a distance, we rejoiced at the birth of Phyllis’ grandchildren and she 

told me about her trips to Greece and her husband’s writing projects. Meanwhile she continued 

to teach, write, and edit more collections of essays on Doris Lessing and other contemporary 

women writers. She hosted devotional gatherings in her home with prayers from all spiritual 

traditions and talks from the Baha’i perspective, and she dealt with cancer surgery and 

radiation treatment. She was able to travel to the MLA Convention less often, as was I, so 

although we corresponded by email fairly regularly (the last time, only 16 months ago) we 

haven’t met in person for years.  

  In 2006, after I started my current academic job, she wrote to congratulate me and to 

look forward to our next meeting. In that note, she remembered with pleasure our First 

International Doris Lessing Conference in New Orleans, when a group of us from all over the 

world sang together on the deck of a steamboat on the Mississippi River. Each of us sang a song 

from our respective country and then, together, we all sang ones we knew in common—Beatles 

songs, civil rights anthems, and black spirituals.   

  Phyllis Perrakis showed us by example how a serious scholar should conduct herself. She 

never preached, never patronized, never pulled rank. In a competitive world, hers was a 

different model of true scholarship: unassuming, hard-working, ethical, inclusive, and above all, 

kind. Her work was dedicated to wisdom rather than to hoarding up knowledge as a 

commodity. She brought us all together, scholars of different nationalities and ages and 

temperaments by doing the work she deeply believed in without letting ego get in the way: 

Doris Lessing’s own “substance-of-we-feeling” in action.  
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  Thank you, dear Phyllis, for everything you have given so freely to so many. We shall 

miss you very much, and rededicate ourselves to our work, both individually and collectively, in 

your spirit.  

Josna Rege 
March 2018 

*** 

Dear Phyllis, 

Thank you for all you have done over your career to support Doris Lessing Studies. Your 

work with the Doris Lessing Society and its journal has created a global community of scholars 

of her work—nothing short of a worldwide family of readers! You have been consistently 

generous with your expertise and time, and so supportive of emergent early career Lessing 

scholars, all while making a significant contribution of your own to our critical understanding of  

Alice Ridout 
March 2018 
 

*** 

  I can’t remember when Phyllis and I first met. It may have been at an MLA panel 

sometime during the 1980s when we discovered our shared interest in Doris Lessing. Whenever 

or wherever it was, from that first moment, we connected in our enthusiasm for this mercurial, 

multi-faceted writer. Since then, she has been an unwavering colleague and friend; an inspiring 

scholar, with three important edited or co-edited collections of essays on Lessing’s work, 

among her numerous scholarly accomplishments with a focus on Lessing or other writers; and a 

skillful managing editor of Doris Lessing Studies. Her pioneering efforts and sheer hard work 

resulted in, among other things, a milestone in Lessing studies, the first international 

conference on her work in New Orleans in 2004. She was a transformative voice in our 
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communal enterprise to promote understanding of Lessing as we've shared both scholarship 

and friendship. She encouraged younger scholars, assuring that these endeavors would be 

sustained through an emergent generation of Lessing enthusiasts. Her sure hand and exemplary 

guidance of the Doris Lessing Society promoted fruitful discussions among us through 

publication of scholarly work, conference presentations, and collegial meetings to advance the 

goals and address the concerns of our scholarly community. In short, her passionate and 

indefatigable engagement with Doris Lessing’s writing in every possible context, along with her 

generous collaboration with others who shared that passion, have profoundly enriched the 

lives and work of many scholars and students of Lessing’s work. We are all profoundly in 

Phyllis's debt. 

  I cannot sing my praises of Phyllis too highly. It was my honor to have known and 

worked with her, to have discovered new ways of thinking about Doris Lessing’s writing through 

her probing scholarship, and to have benefited from her strong vision and gentle leadership. 

My heart aches profoundly for her family and her many friends and colleagues, including 

myself, who celebrate her life and deeply mourn her passing.  

         With deepest regards,  
        Roberta Rubenstein 
        March 2018 
 

*** 

 I do not recall when I first met Phyllis, but it had to be at a Doris Lessing event at MLA 

conference in those days when we both attended the panels and business meetings whenever 

we had funding to fly to the conference immediately after Christmas. We felt at ease with each 

other, and over coffee or a meal our conversations wandered without boundaries from 



10 
 

 

professional to personal. We talked about Lessing, of course, and we each edited the 

organization’s publication. I edited the Doris Lessing Newsletter, and she later edited the more 

prestigious sounding Doris Lessing Studies. Each of us took seriously our scholarship and our 

families. We respected and nourished each other’s work just as we respected our students, and 

we enjoyed supporting the work of colleagues and younger scholars. 

  At about the same time, we each began to notice and care about the portrayal of older 

women in fiction. Phyllis carried her ideas about their spiritual development into an entire book 

and published it! I was set back by a traumatic brain injury that required relearning to read and 

write—postponing my own nearly completed book manuscript by over a decade in which I 

became older than many of the protagonists whose stories I introduce.  

  We have all benefitted from Phyllis’s insights, efforts, and kindness. She supported our 

spirits and was generous toward our work. When I was focused on “Sex After Sixty,” Phyllis 

made a difference in my ways of reading Lessing’s The Marriages Between Zones Three, Four, 

and Five by calling our attention to spiritual development. I imagine her spirit going beyond the 

material zones and ascending into the ethereal air so beautifully mentioned in that novel. 

 
Ruth O. Saxton 
February 2018 
 

*** 

Phyllis Sternberg Perrakis has been such a remarkable and indispensable member of the 

Lessing critical community for so many years that it’s difficult to imagine her no longer serving 

as a perceptive and prolific Lessing scholar and a responsible and talented editor, much less as 

someone suffering from the ravages of a cruel disease. Phyllis has long been one of the Doris 
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Lessing Society’s stalwarts, having published numerous essays and reviews and delivered 

conference papers as well as having seen three indispensable volumes, containing her own as 

well as others’ essential writings on Lessing, through to publication. For some forty years, 

Phyllis has been, and continues to be, one of the most treasured members of the Lessing critical 

pantheon.  

My own relationship with Phyllis goes back to August 1980, when I replied to her offer 

to send Dee Seligman, founding editor of the Doris Lessing Newsletter, a copy of a paper, 

“Autonomy and Independence in The Golden Notebook,” for consideration. When I read the 

essay, it was immediately obvious that Phyllis was already a seasoned Lessing scholar, for her 

essay was excellent in analysis, perspective, and documentation. But I had to reject it for one 

simple reason: It ran a full 39 pages, longer than an entire issue of the Doris Lessing Newsletter 

in those days. I suggested that she submit the essay elsewhere, believing it would be too 

diluted if it had to be cut, and it was published a year later in the distinguished American Imago 

under the title “Doris Lessing’s The Golden Notebook: Separation and Symbiosis.”  

This was the first of her many fine essays and reviews about Lessing’s work, as well as 

writers such as D. H. Lawrence, Margaret Atwood, Alice Munro, and Mary Shelley, that Phyllis 

would publish in such varied journals as Science-Fiction Studies, Mosaic, and Journal of Baha’i 

Studies, as well as the Doris Lessing Newsletter and Doris Lessing Studies. And her authored and 

edited books on Lessing—Spiritual Explorations in the Works of Doris Lessing (Greenwood, 

1999), Adventures of the Spirit: The Older Woman in the Works of Doris Lessing, Margaret 

Atwood, and Other Contemporary Women Writers (Ohio State UP, 2007), and Doris Lessing: 
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Interrogating the Times (co-edited with Debrah Raschke and Sandra Singer, Ohio State UP, 

2015)—are permanent fixtures on any shelf of enduring Lessing criticism. 

In addition to writing for Doris Lessing Newsletter and Doris Lessing Studies and 

delivering papers on Lessing at MLA and NEMLA conferences, Phyllis was one of three 

organizers for the memorable First International Doris Lessing Conference, held in New Orleans 

in 2004, and a valued participant at the second such conference, in Leeds in 2007. (As a 

sidelight to Leeds, June and I shared a fascinating trip with Phyllis and a Lessing scholar from 

India, Swati Mitra, to the home of the Brontës in nearby Haworth, with Phyllis proving to be a 

knowledgeable guide.) Nor was Phyllis overlooked in other matters related to the Doris Lessing 

Society. In all she has done, Phyllis has adhered to a high level of performance and grace. 

Finally, a note on a more personal level. In addition to considering Phyllis a dear friend 

for several decades, I have also been fortunate to get to know her husband, Stelios. My wife, 

June, had to attend some meetings in Ottawa in 1998, so I arranged to visit Phyllis at her home, 

where I met Stelios, a professor of economics and finance. When he described a book he was 

writing about some controversial family events in World War II Greece, I mentioned that I was 

sure that Fairleigh Dickinson University Press would be happy to consider the book for 

publication and that my wife and I were both on the Press’ editorial board. The book—The 

Ghosts of Plaka Beach: A True Story of Murder and Retribution in Wartime Greece—was 

published by FDU Press in 2006 and remains in print as an important account of events during 

the war. Stelios’ tribute in the book to Phyllis—the “miniskirted, long-haired beauty” he met in 

his years at Berkeley who became his wife and the mother of their two sons—provides a 
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touching personal perspective about someone many of us know solely through her writing 

about Doris Lessing.  

It is a privilege to be able to offer these remarks about Phyllis Sternberg Perrakis and an 

honor to have known her all these years. 

(Dr.) Paul Schlueter 
123 High Street 
Easton, PA 18042 
schluetp@gmail.com 
February 2018   
 

*** 

Phyllis Perrakis brought me into the Doris Lessing Society first as treasurer and then as 

co-editor of Doris Lessing Newsletter, later relaunched as Doris Lessing Studies. Three elements 

of her formidable success in leadership roles within the Society and its publication stand out for 

me: her scholarly example, kindness, and mentorship. As a scholar, she produced carefully 

argued essays propelled by her innate curiosity. Inquisitiveness fuelled her singular work on 

Lessing’s speculative fiction and imagined worlds, including, for example, “The Marriage of 

Inner and Outer Space in Doris Lessing’s Shikasta” (1990), or “The Porous Border Between Fact 

and Fiction, Empathy and Identification in Doris Lessing’s The Cleft” (2009). 

What impresses me further about Phyllis’s legacy to the Society and to me as an 

academic is her kindness. From 2004 until her retirement as editor in 2017, without exception 

she worked globally to encourage scholars who contacted the Society and specifically those, 

such as myself, who sent in imperfect texts that she mentored. She possessed the rare editorial 

capacity to discern the research question a contributor to the journal was striving for, but 

struggling to formulate. Through her generosity and openness, Phyllis formed strong bonds to 

mailto:schluetp@gmail.com
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which she remains faithful. I am grateful for her friendship that nurtured and heartened many 

academic journeys, including my own. 

Sandra Singer 
March 2018 
 

*** 

  Although I knew her work on Lessing long before, I first met Phyllis Perrakis when we 

were both on a Lessing panel at MLA in New York in 2002. Phyllis emailed me and invited me to 

attend the wine and cheese meeting at her hotel after the panel. As often happens at MLA, I 

had been feeling somewhat isolated, and I was so pleased to be included and meet other 

members of the Doris Lessing Society. I crossed paths with Phyllis again later when I gave a 

paper at the 2nd Lessing Conference in Leeds in 2007. Although I had chapters on individual 

Lessing novels in my two books, I was in awe of the knowledge and erudition of all the 

assembled Lessing scholars. Phyllis warmly greeted me and made me feel a part of the group. 

After the conference my husband and I stayed over one more night in Leeds, and Phyllis invited 

us to join her and some other Lessing scholars for dinner that night. Again her graciousness and 

warmth made us feel included. Even recently when I had submitted an article to Doris Lessing 

Studies and gotten back readers' reports asking for revisions, I contacted Phyllis because I was 

unsure whether I could make the revisions in time. She encouraged me and supported my 

ideas, and I made the deadline. Phyllis is not only an accomplished scholar and editor herself 

but a mentor for many Lessing enthusiasts and scholars. We all value her achievements, her 

dedication, her advice, and her gracious inclusiveness and encouragement. 

Christine W. Sizemore 
Spelman College 
February 2018 
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*** 

  My full hearted thanks go to Phyllis and her honorable service to and for the Doris 

Lessing Society, in particular our Doris Lessing Studies in her capacity as editor. Over the past 

years, I have worked on essays she has asked me to review and these requests were always 

effected with pleasure and promptness. What I most vividly remember is the sense that the 

Society would flourish—as it has—when she agreed to my suggestion (on my leaving the 

Lessing Presidency) that she become its next President. I thank her for all this work. 

Virginia Tiger 
February 2018     
 

*** 

Her Life with Doris Lessing Studies 

  In her letter in the 2017 issue, aptly titled “My Life with Doris Lessing Studies,” Phyllis 

reminisced about the bad old days of stuffing envelopes and calculating international postage, 

and the good old days of editorial co-operation characterized by “trust,” “camaraderie,” 

“amiability,” and “consideration.” That those terms are accurate descriptions of the Doris 

Lessing Studies working process is entirely due to Phyllis’s intellectual generosity and 

democratic impulse. She gave thoughtful consideration to all of the scholars who submitted 

work to the journal, using even her rejection letters as teachable moments: opportunities to 

give advice about further research and argumentative focus. She was especially generous with 

editing non-native writers of English, using the journal to nurture and publicize the scholarship 

of far-flung international readers and critics of Doris Lessing. She created a climate in which 

established scholars were willing to provide detailed evaluations and guidelines for revision to 

the authors whose articles we sent them to referee. In working with the evolving cast of co-
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editors, Phyllis was scrupulously democratic, copying and consulting us through every step of 

the editorial process.  

  Phyllis is a member of the 60s generation of feminist and postcolonial scholars who 

found in Doris Lessing an avatar of their own experiences and explorations: personal, political, 

and spiritual. She has brought her commitments into her professional life to create a thriving 

community of scholars which has welcomed three generations and counting, as Doris Lessing 

studies have taken wing from the roots of its founding figures. 

Robin Visel, Co-Editor, Doris Lessing Studies 
March 2018 
 

*** 

  Phyllis has done such a huge amount for the community of Lessing scholars. Here I want 

to reflect on her contribution to Doris Lessing: Border Crossings (2009), which Alice Ridout and I 

edited. The essay collection came out of the Lessing conference we organised in Leeds in 2007, 

and Phyllis’s essay is about Lessing’s 2007 novel The Cleft, which turned out to be Lessing’s last 

(if one excludes Alfred and Emily). Phyllis tackled head on a novel which produced a bit of an 

outcry (for its supposed sexist gender stereotyping) and was rather unfavourably reviewed, to 

say the least. Many people in the literati seemed to feel that Lessing was really losing it at this 

point.  

  Phyllis’s intervention into this debate was to my mind brilliant. She pointed out the 

importance of the fact that the entire novel is narrated by a Roman senator, Transit, who is 

forced to examine his own assumptions, but whose account of the ‘pre-civilization’ story he 

finds is undoubtedly affected by his bias. She related this to Hutcheon’s ideas about 

historiographic metafiction, and to ideas about empathetic unsettlement deriving from the 
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work of Dominic LaCapra. She helped me negotiate a novel that I personally found difficult to 

engage with and also added to that strand of Lessing criticism that fruitfully moves beyond 

seeing the narrative voice of the novels as identical with Lessing’s own. And it was great to have 

something to conclude the collection on Lessing’s most recent (at time of editing) if difficult 

novel.  

  As a contributor and as an editor herself (Phyllis edited me many times, for Doris Lessing 

Studies and for the collection Doris Lessing: Interrogating the Times (2010) Phyllis has always 

been the kindest and easiest person to work with. 

 
Susan Watkins 
February 2018 
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Works by or Edited by Phyllis Sternberg Perrakis 

Edited Collections  

Adventures of the Spirit: The Older Woman in the Works of Doris Lessing, Margaret Atwood, 

and Other Contemporary Women Writers. Ohio State UP, 2007. 

Doris Lessing: Interrogating the Times, with Debrah Raschke, and Sandra Singer. Ohio State UP, 

2010. 

Spiritual Exploration in the Works of Doris Lessing. Greenwood P, 1999. 

Articles in Book Chapters or Journals 

“Atwood’s The Robber Bride: The Vampire as Intersubjective Catalyst” in Mosaic: A Journal for 

the Interdisciplinary Study of Literature, vol. 3, Sept. 1997, pp. 151-68. 

“Doris Lessing’s The Golden Notebook: Separation and Symbiosis” in American Imago: Studies in 

Psychoanalysis and Culture, vol. 38, no. 4, Winter 1981, pp. 407-28. 

“The Female Gothic and the (M)Other in Atwood and Lessing” in Doris Lessing Newsletter, vol. 

17, no. 1, Winter 1995, pp. 11-15. 

“Introduction,” with Debrah Raschke and Sandra Singer, in Doris Lessing: Interrogating the 

Times. Ohio State UP, 2010, pp. 1-8. 

“Journeys of the Spirit: The Older Woman in Doris Lessing’s Works” in Doris Lessing Studies, vol. 

24, no. 1 and 2, Summer/Fall 2004, pp. 39-43. 

“The Marriage of Inner and Outer Space in Doris Lessing’s Shikasta” in Science Fiction Studies, 

vol. 17, no. 2, July 1990, pp. 221-238. 

“Navigating the Spiritual Cycle in Memoirs of a Survivor and Shikasta” in Adventures of the 

Spirit: The Older Woman in the Works of Doris Lessing, Margaret Atwood, and Other 

Contemporary Women Writers. Ohio State UP, 2007, pp. 47-82. 

“The Porous Border between Fact and Fiction, Empathy, and Identification in Doris Lessing’s 

The Cleft” in Doris Lessing: Interrogating the Times. Ohio State UP, 2010, pp. 113-129. 

“The Portrait of the Artist as a Young Girl: Alice Munro’s Lives of Girls and Women” in Atlantis, 

vol. 7, no. 2, Spring 1982, pp. 61-67. 

“Sufism, Jung, and the Myth of Kore: Revisionist Politics in Lessing’s Marriages” in Mosaic: A 

Journal for the Interdisciplinary Study of Literature, vol. 25, no. 3, Summer 1992, pp. 99-

120. 
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“’Teaching the “Prussian Officer’ with the Help of Daniel Stern and Jessica Benjamin” in 

Approaches to Teaching the Works of D. H. Lawrence, edited by Elizabeth M. Sargent 

and Garry Watson. MLA, 2001, pp. 196-98. 

“The Whirlpool and the Fountain: Inner Growth and Love, Again” in Spiritual Exploration in the 

Works of Doris Lessing. Greenwood P, 1999, pp. 83-108. 

 


